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his flag to the cruiser Wilmington for the purpose of visiting
Asuncion, the capital of Paraguay. At Eosario, where a short
stop was made, the officers of the ship were received with much
courtesy by their countrymen and the people of the city. The
river channel beyond Eosario was unmarked by lights or other
aids to navigation; therefore it was necessary to run during
daylight and to anchor at night to avoid the risk of grounding
upon bars or other obstructions. The season chosen for the trip
was that of the highest water. The day following the Wilming-
ton's departure from Eosario in some unaccountable way she
lost one of the blades of her starboard propeller, so that the
vibrations of the ship under way became disagreeable and made
her most uncomfortable. Notwithstanding this, she continued
onward until a point had been reached about two hundred miles
from Asuncion, where two or three dangerous bars had to be
crossed, when the river fell suddenly and rapidly, leaving less
water on them than the ship drew. The first of these bars was
approached as near as the pilot thought safe and there the ship
was anchored for a day or two to watch the changes which
should occur, but only to be disappointed, as the river continued
to fall until it would have been impossible with safety to have
attempted a crossing.

As the visit was merely one of ceremony and not one of neces-
sary duty, it was thought unwise to risk injury to the ship or,
still worse, to put her in such position that the falling water
would cut off her return for six months with the loss of her
services until the rise of the next season should release her. Ee-
luetantly, she was forced to abandon the trip, and returned to
Montevideo, where,, a few weeks afterwards, orders were received
to send her to Manila.

While in Eio de Janerio in the fall of 1900 an invitation was
accepted from several members of the Brazilian Congress to visit
San Paulo and the coffee district of Brazil- This visit was made
under the most pleasant auspices and with much profit and in-
struction to the officers of the squadron. At San Paulo they
were the recipients of marked courtesy from the officers and
management of the Light and Power Company, composed mainly
of intelligent, industrious and progressive Americans, who were
worthy representatives of the push and purpose so characteristic marks and
